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report and the climate challenge 

 

“This new report from the World Bank reminds us that climate change is happening - now. The evidence 
is clear. No country is immune. If we mobilize today, we can make a difference for tomorrow. World 
leaders have agreed to forge a legally binding agreement by 2015, and we must hold them to that 
commitment. We also need all actors to turn challenge into opportunity. We have the technology and 
the resources. Let us apply the will to create a sustainable future.” 

Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary-General 

 

“While the global community targets a maximum 2˚C rise in global temperatures, this timely World Bank 
report highlights the possibility of a 4˚C rise this century and shows how we, the international 
community, continue to fail our children’s children. Do we really wish to leave future generations with a 
world of deadly droughts, flooded coastal cities, and the loss of priceless biodiversity including coral 
reefs? I thoroughly commend this landmark report to anybody with an interest in climate change, 
arguably the 21st century’s biggest issue. We, the world, still have time to implement new policies, 
adapt our course, and prevent the more dangerous effects of climate change.” 

Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the United Nations 

 

“In our capacity as host of the Green Climate Fund, we are pleased to see the World Bank’s commitment 
to climate solutions. Never has it been more important to find financial solutions to the green growth 
challenges we face for a future we all share and invest in.” 

Jae Hwan Bahk, Minister of Strategy and Finance of the Republic of Korea 

 

“The recently released Climate Vulnerability Monitors revealed how failure to act decisively on climate 
change has already caused unprecedented damage to the world economy and threatens human life 
across the globe. I welcome the World Bank's timely call for a global response equal to the scale of the 
climate crisis.” 

Laura Chinchilla, President of the Republic of Costa Rica 

 





“Four degrees would be devastating for islands and this report confirms the worst fears of many small 
island states like Seychelles.   We welcome this timely report and we reiterate our call alongside the 
community of SIDS, LDCs and African countries to limit global temperature increases to below 1.5 
degrees.  The question of climate change can only be dealt with if we act on the scientific evidence- and 
act rapidly and decisively to turn the tide. Saving islands, also means saving the planet.” 

James Michel, President of the Republic of the Seychelles  

 

“A 4 degree world would be devastating for developing countries and the poor would be hit hardest. 
Gabon is committed to building climate smart development.” 

Ali Bongo Ondimba, President of the Gabonese Republic 

 

“The world needs a new narrative of climate justice that places people at its center, that’s informed by 
human rights, that strives for equity, and that protects the most vulnerable. I hope the World Bank's 
increased focus on climate action and solutions will also lead to a more inclusive global dialogue on this 
critical issue.” 

Mary Robinson, Former President of Ireland and Former United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights 

 

“This report shows that a rise in global temperature of four degrees would create huge risks that would 
affect the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions of people across the world. An emissions pathway 
which gives us about a 50-50 chance of avoiding a rise of 2 degrees would carry a small chance of global 
warming of three degrees, and a very small chance of four degrees, but if we aim for a less demanding 
target, those probabilities would grow.  While this report makes clear the benefits of avoiding these 
risks by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, it is importan




